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Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for the great dragonfly of the week!

COMMODORE’S

COMMENTS

ello Birch Lakers,
I_"I Well, I don’t know about you,

but I am so over this weather!
Please let us have some good days ahead
of us! We have lots of interesting items
to share in this edition of the Birch
Barker. So please tighten you boot
straps, buckle down and zone in on this
edition.

Some of the ground-breaking news
discussed in this edition of the Barker
include Spaghetti Me, who's Porta Potty
is that, how can I pay my dues online,
what’s up with the dead fish, what’s that
growing on the east side and what can I
do to contribute to the Birch Lake
Community?

This weekend will be the Spaghetti
Dinner at the Yacht Club, you can pur-
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chase tickets through people around the
lake listed in the ad in the Barker. You
can volunteer to help by reaching out to
the Niezgodski Family, you can call
(269) 476-9317 or email; birchbass1@
gmail.com. If you are good at making
deserts, you definitely need to show us
your skills and dazzle us with your
sweets. The money raised for the dinner
goes towards Water Quality which is
vastly important, and the cost is super
low for such a yummy meal!

Let’s begin with the Porta Potty.
Please know Rick Russwurm has been
very helpful in the investigation behind
the Johnny on the Spot that just
appeared at the landing. Our new friend
is courtesy of the Cass County Parks
and Recreation. If you are displeased
with the new edition please voice your
opinion by calling; 445-4456 or email
ScottWy@cassco.org. If it doesn’t bother
you then you can move on to the next

Tentative 2019

Birch Lake Calendar

June 15 - Spaghetti Dinner, 5:30-7:30
June 22 - Celebration of life for
Terry Curtis, 4-7 pm
June 29 - Comm/Vice Comm Party, BLYC
July 6 - BLYC Firework, dusk
July 6 - Boat parade, 4 pm
July 27 - Celebration of Life for LaVeta
Scofield, west side, 1-5 pm
August 10 - Com & Sausage Roast, TBA
August 17 - Homeowners Association
annual meeting following board mig.
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC
Fall Dinner - TBA by VC/FC Pat McGann

BLYC Board Meetings: July 20, August 17;
allatBLYC @ 9 am
Dates and times subject to change.
More info as available. Watch for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication. E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone
mailbox at 63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore). DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680. To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call 561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.



— Birch Lake Notes —

Next, Chas Grundy is a mastermind
technical genius, and he has created a
new web site where you can purchase
items for the lake. These items include
your member dues, tickets for events,
donation for fireworks, donation for
Water Quality and more. Now you can
go to the web site; http://birchlakeyacht-
club.com and click on your items, add
them to the cart, check out, and voila,
you are up to date on dues, are a HOA
member, you've paid your sailing fees
and contributed to the fireworks.

An item to note is there is a process-
ing fee that will be added to the dues
this is because of the convenience of pay-
ing via credit card. If you won’t avoid
fees you can mail your checks to Deb
Spratt or hand your cash to Pat or I and
we will be glad to pass it along.

Now on to the dead fish! Thank you
to Terry Dugan for his investigation into
the recent increase of dead fish. I
thought it was just the few I had seen
floating around, but reports are much
higher in different areas around the
lake. Mr. Dugan has reached out to find
out what might be ailing our finned
friends. While it is doubtful much will
come back from the autopsy of our Birch . -
Lake swimmers, it is still important we
do our part. Please see the water quality

report in the Barker. In the meantime, if
you see something, say something. In dead fish in your area, please report it to What is that growing on the East

other words, if you see a large number of ~Terry Dugan or Paul Fallon. side? Well my friends, it is not a large

SLOW
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NARROW ROADS,

LOTS OF PEDESTRIANS,
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Taco Tuesday at Zimmy‘s with the Birch Lake folks
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Birch Lake Notes

octopus but rather curly-leaf pondweed which has teamed up
with its friend and our arch enemy Eurasian watermilfoil.
Remember when the Joker teamed up with the Penguin to try
to destroy Bat Man? Well we are all Bat Man and these inva-
sive species are the latter. Instead of fighting them head-on
(which we are doing in a way by treating the water) please
avoid interacting with these invasive species. This would mean
staying away from the East side or trolling through the weeds,
specifically from in front of Pat Mcgann’s the A-frame on the
East Side to well past the home for sale next to the teal dock
(former Commodore Karen Curtis-Miller and Eric Miller’s
home). I know its tempting to look, but take a gander from the
shore line. We do not want this to spread.

Lastly, what can you do to contribute to the Birch Lake
Community? Over the years the BLYC used to host many dif-
ferent events, and over time it seems we have lost our motiva-
tion. We need some new wind in our sails. If you have an idea
for an event or a way to raise community awareness about the
BLYC, I would love to hear from you. We need more members,
more contributions and more neighborly attitudes. Let’s try to
be kind to one another and cohabitate at this beautiful lake.

Be kind to one another,

~Commodore Angela

Birch Lake Book Club Schedule

The Birch Lake Book Club will meet on June 25 at 7 pm to
discuss The Library Book by Susan Orlean. Blair Garceau will
host. Everyone is welcome.

Our next book is Educated by Tara Westover. Claudia
Phipps will host on July 30.

Here Comes the Gas!

SEMCO Energy’s area field director, Mike Kessler, has
announced that installation crews will be starting on the
streets off of Harvey that actually serve Birch Lake residents
(like Lakeview and Birch Rd), on Monday 6/17/19.

They will temporarily cease operations on Wednesday
7/3/19 until Monday 7/8/19. Similar to what they are doing now
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“The perfect location between
Michigan and Indiana”

Pat & Tessa McGann, Birch Lake Residents, Eastside

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND
$10,250 GOAL

$10,250
May 28 $7,659.00

to donate use the form

for fireworks auctud\| in the back of

raised . ,

or any other to date this week’s

BLYC function Birch

or activity ... Barker

alphagraphics

GET NOTICED.

GET BUSINESS.

660 County Road 15,
Elkhart, IN 46516
574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com




Birch Lake Notes —

on Brownsville Rd. and other places, the
vast majority of the lines will be direc-
tionally drilled.

In order to make sure that they
keep the lines on the public right of way,
SEMCO paid to have those right of way
lines marked and asks that we not
remove those stakes until their crews
have completed work in your area. (Yes,
it’s true that the road is typically NOT
centered in the right of way.)

SEMCO hopes to have all the lines
in our area installed by mid to late July.
Rachelle Adamczyk can often be contact-
ed at SEMCO’s Niles office. Her number
is 1-800-860-4277, ext. 5677.

SEMCO representatives will be
hosting an informational open house
from 10 am until noon on Saturday,
June 22, at the Penn Township Hall in
Vandalia.

Men’s golf outing ... maybe!

Vice Commodore Pat McGann has
provided no new info on the Men’s golf
outing ... he has apparently skipped
town to avoid prosecution (see Fleet
Captain’s Corner in this Birch Barker).

T-SHIRTS ... GET YOUR T-SHIRTS!

Are you kicking yourself for not buy-

ing a Birch Lake t-shirt last year? If so,
you're in luck! I have a small inventory
of shirts left. Please read on to see if
your choice is still available, and then

ock Bros.

Rrofessional Bbat Lift and Dock Installation and Removal

Jaciob Shingleclecker
-~ 289506-4083

_Dock Bros.

Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

269-506-4083
Floats for sale $80

Available in white, blue and black
Call Jacob at

(269) 506-4083

So, we have another banner crop of minnows at Birch. | believe the prominent
species here is the “RosyFace Shiner” Notrpis Rubellus. Fish feed on minnows
(per anecdotal observations of bass lurking around the schools). What do min-
nows eat? Based on extensive onsite testing, minnows prefer donuts, chocolate
cake (no toppings). Of course, we all prefer donuts, hey? Num!

~Chrys A. Lis

hurry and call or text me to reserve your
fabulous shirt!

In the Grey Long Sleeve Shirt ($15),
I have four 2XL,, nine XL,, 9 L and 1
small. In the White Long Sleeve Shirt
($15) I have five 2XLi and five XL.. In
the White SHORT Sleeve Shirt ($10), I
have one 3XL, three S and four Youth L.
I also have four white Sweatshirts ($20)
in 2XL available.

I also have the oh-so-charming pis-

Fully Insured

APOLLOMARINE ..

APOLLO | Yer
MARINE

South side of Gravel Lake
15355 96th Avenue, Lawton, Mi 49065

269-423-611

tachio green Birch Lake cups available
for $1 per cup — or a steal at 10 for $8.
Impress your summer guests with their
very own Birch Lake cup to take home!

All proceeds go to the fund for the
AED’s.

Call or text me at 574-261-6712 (I
get terrible cell service at the lake so
don’t be discouraged if I don’t respond
quickly).

~Past Commodore Karen
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—

Pontoon
Boats!

We
service
all lakes!

OPEN T DAY
ez

1-888-BOAT



Birch Lake Notes

New Birch Lake Directory

The Birch Lake Yacht Club is plan-
ning a new Birch Lake Directory to be
published later this year and we need
your input! If you have had changes in
your family or if you are new to the lake
(since the 2017/2018 Directory was pub-
lished), we need you to provide your
information (DEADLINE FOR
SUBMITTING INFO IS JULY 14) so
we can update and/or include the new
information ...

The info we publish is:

Cottage number (if you know it);
Last name(s) of owner(s;

First name(s) of owner(s);

Lake address;

Other address;

Lake phone number;

Other phone number(s);
Children’s names.

Please send your information to Deb
Spratt via email at debspratt@comcast.
net as soon as possible so we can get
started.

We are also looking for advertisers
for the Directory ... If you are interested
in advertising, please contact Phil Vitale
at (269) 476-1680 or email me at
onlinebarker@gmail.com

The Birch Barker

The Birch Barker is delivered to
your Birch Lake home every weekend
through Labor Day - FREE of charge! It
is also posted online every week at

http://www.philvitale.com.

The Birch Barker is just one of the
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our great lake. If
you haven’t paid your 2019 membership
dues Gust $30 for full members, $15 for
associate members), you can do so with
the handy form in every week’s Barker.
The Barker is also grateful to all busi-
nesses that advertise in the Birch
Barker! Please support our advertisers!

The Barker welcomes content. If you
would like to submit an item for consid-

eration, email, mail or drop it by my
house (see note at bottom of page 1). Do
you best to send high resolution photos
(we prefer 300 dpi); cell phone photos
will work (sometimes) but can’t be
enlarged without blurring. If you want
your materials back, include a self-ad-
dressed, stamped envelope.

If you would like to advertise in the
Barker or in the upcoming Birch Lake
Directory, drop me an email or give me a
call (for info and ad costs see http://www.
philvitale.com/Barker/BirchBarker.htm).

~Editor Phil

Sunifisih GO FAST race seftiings

Rake the rig forward with Tack (boom junction) nearly sweeping deck
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A - distance from sailor's head to boom (clearance Clarence) same
B - distance from upper boom head to halyard = 57 %" (GO FAST)
C - distance from lower boom to gooseneck = 12” (GO FAST)

Note: measure on aluminum booms, not including end caps

Waterfront Specialist

Serving Michigan
and Indiana

REALTY

269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

574-320-6697 cer

SUSIE TUCKER

Zillow
XXy
5-STAR AGENT

ATTENTION SELLERS:
LISTINGS NEEDED TO FILL OVERWHELMING
DEMAND FROM BUYERS! CALL ME FOR
A FREE MARKET ANALYSIS OF YOUR
PROPERTY.




L FLEET CAPTAIN’S CORNER |

By The Eastside Sailing Club

ell, after reading FC Pat’s pipe-
dream last week it seemed
appropriate that we, the

Eastside Sailing Club, respond in kind.

Sailing was once again canceled
Sunday by the weather, and we sailors
aren’t happy. It seems to us that the
Fleet Captain should take responsibility
for seeing to it that we, the fleet, have
the opportunity to sail, and we believe
that for the past two weeks the canceled
sailing shows that he has failed misera-
bly at his duties.

Consequently, following the advice
of our attorneys (Lettuce, Overchargem,
Moore & Often), we submitted our griev-
ances to the International Sailing
Commission, the America’s Cup Rules
Committee, and the International Dark
Skies Society, citing our multiple disap-
pointments and providing sufficient evi-
dence for them to make a ruling on Pat’s
incompetence and inabilities.

After consideration and discussion,
all of the ruling groups have agreed that
the Fleet Captain has indeed been com-
placent, negligent, and lacking in both
professional and moral character, and
that the following actions are recom-
mended and appropriate:

1. Following the fictitious and ado-
lescent fantasy authored by said Fleet
Captain in last week’s Birch Barker
(which points to a hugely massive cov-
er-up of his irresponsible and potentially
illegal scrubbing of the previous week’s
sailing due to his sissified reasoning of
temperatures being too cold to sail), his
ridiculously wishful-hoping of winning
first place nonsense in three non-exis-
tent races should be expunged from any
and all records and his scores should
immediately be reduced to one less than
last place for those, and all future races
held on Birch Lake in perpetuity;

2. After showing such a deplorable
absence of honesty, morality and veraci-
ty, said Fleet Captain should be subject-
ed to a series of punishments as speci-
fied in the International Rules of
Sailing, the Pirate’s Code of Conduct,

RIVERSIDE
CHURCH

Fleet Captain’s Jibe #4, June 15

and the Old Testament, and he is to be
flogged with no fewer than 100 lashes
by a cat-o-nine-tails, following which he
shall be dipped in brine, then repeatedly
keel hauled, and finally, his beaten and
bloody body shall be uncomfortably
nailed to the hull for a period of no less
than 40 days and nights at sea;

3. In light of his continued refusal to
remove or dim his hideous green outdoor
pier-post lights below their accursed
Chernobyl-glow levels, and his flagrant
flying of the Canary-yellow PT Barnum
and Bailey Circus Tent boat cover, said
Fleet Captain shall be permanently
banned and shunned at all public gath-
erings where any sailor in good standing
shall be present, including but not limit-
ed to all beer privileges at the notorious
Flamingo Room and other Bad Patty
parties, gatherings and soirées;

4. Since said Fleet Captain has cho-
sen to ignore his obligation to intercede
in aforementioned weather-related
issues which have forced the cancella-
tion of sailing two weeks in a row, the
contractual one-case-of-beer-a-week has
not been fulfilled and Committee Boat
Captain Bad Patty has been forced to (1)
provide beer from her own refrigerator,
and (2) purloin beer from neighbor (and
fleet sailor) P. A. Vitale’s garage refrig-
erator to sustain herself and her valiant
crew in the interim, causing a drought
of Biblical proportions along the entire
East shore of Birch lake ... therefore,
said Fleet Captain shall immediately be
fined 100 cases of Coors Light, 100 cases
of Miller Lite and 1 keg of Guinness
draft to be delivered at the Commodore/
Vice Commodore Party on June 29 at
the Birch Lake Yacht Club;

5. In accordance with the ordinances
and regulations stipulated in the official
charter of the Birch Lake Eastside
Sailing Club manual, defrocked and
denounced Fleet Captain Pat is hereto-
fore required to accept the nicknames of
Nemo Wannabe, Sailpunk Sinkaboat,
and/or Stinky Peanut Butter Pants.

Failure on his part to abide any of
these measures shall result in severe
penalties, including (but not limited to):

A. Abandonment on an arctic ice-
berg with naught to eat but a pair of
soiled and reeking (but brightly colored)
knit socks, naught to drink but a pint of
stale, warm embalming fluid, and
naught for company but five unfriendly,
and fragrantly flatulent sea otters;

B. Incarceration in his own outdoor
refrigerator/freezer in the front yard of
his home where a window shall be cut
so he will be forced to watch as his
neighbors’ dogs do their civic doo-ties on
the grass by his pet-clean-up station
without cleaning up said doo;

C. Summary execution wherein his
entrails shall be removed with dull
spoons by all Birch Lake sailors who
have been fouled during races in which
he has negligently and flagrantly
barged, not given buoy room and/or cap-
sized in front of a superior sailor, caus-
ing the trailing boats to alter course to
avoid running over his sorry and inex-
cusable excuse for a sailing experience.

We are in agreement that the find-
ings of the ruling committees are war-
ranted and just, and that the proposed
penalties are appropriate and justified.

Sail on Dudes and Dudettes ...

Respectfully submitted by:
~Sailorphil on behalf of the
famed Eastside Sailing Club and
the entire Birch Lake Sailing Fleet

69608 Sunset Blvd

Open
7 days/wk
11 am to Midnight

Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN

(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com




BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

Ao
[SPAGHETTI DINNER]

Sponsored by the West Shore and the Cove
All Proceeds to Birch Lake Water Quality

Saturday, June 15
5:30-7:30 PM

Enjoy a great evening with family and friends!
Dinner includes spaghetti with three sauces, salad,
dessert, and ice tea or lemonade. Take outs available.

Tickets must be purchased in advance
Call/Text Linda Rasmussen (574-286-0054) before 1:00 PM Saturday
Children 3 and under - Free Ages 4-10 - $5.00 Ages 11-Adult - $8.00

Ladies’ FUN!!!! Golf Outing - JULY 19

Diamond Lake Golf Course, Cassopolis
9 AM Tee Off - $35 per golfer (fee includes cart and lunch)
Lunch at BLYC following the Outing / Games, Prizes, 50/50 Raffle

Teams are encouraged to donate a basket for the basket raffle not to exceed $50/$12.50 per team member

If you don’t golf but would like to join us at noon for lunch, please register and pay $12
If you’d like to volunteer to help serve lunch or be a hole sponsor please contact either:

Barb Cassady 574-303-2831 or Jeannie Welch 574-286-2890
Net proceeds to benefit Camp Tannadoonah

Registration Form
Team Members (list captain first with phone no.)
‘1. 2.
: 3. 4.
OR FOR LUNCH ONLY:

1

Please make checks payable to BLYC and mail to Barb Cassady at
63486 Birch Road, Vandalia, Ml 49095

DEADLINE FOR REGISTRATION IS JULY 9




— Barker Klds of the Week —

W28 John Luecht (east
" 4 shore), and Marlee
Soldato (hill) enjoying
an afternoon in the
Flamingo Room

My 30 point marketing system is
Dynamic! — Exciting! — Productive! — Creative!
And most importantly GETS RESULTS!

Offering...

u Drone, professional, and 3-D photography..

B video... TV, print, and magazine advertising...

H internet, emall and social media marketing...

u 3" party advertising... including Zillow with video
B Luxury Homes international...

® and MORE, MUCH MORE! S
Dennis Bamber
I can help you reach MORE buyers! Cressy & Everett REALTOR
N Licensed in Indiana and Michigan
Cr'ess: 1 Waterfront\t Cell: 574-532-3808
REAXECS1IA$Ett 701 Spruce St. RSPS
Real effort. Real results. Dowagiac,. MI 49047 et “Prope Sped

Working in conjunction with Birch Lake resident Rick Doolittle ‘




— Barker Kids of the Week —

Above: Our granddaughter, Aley Vitale-Richards
caught a fish off our pier while brother Dominic
Vitale-Richards struggled to beat the water to froth.

Good job Aley!

At Right: Horse of the Week honors to this pony A

photographed by Veronica Vegh, granddaughter
Morgann Applegate’s BFF, and a frequent visitor [}

to Birch Lake.

62930 Birch Road
3-bedroom, 2.5-bath,
2,200-sq-ft lodge-style home
on a 1.2-acre lot. Sale of
furniture, furnishings, and
decorations will be nego-
tiable. On the main level, a
foyer with a soaring ceiling
opens to the living room with

CEE

15176 Birch

Lake Shore Dr.
3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court,
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft
heated Morton Building.
House has large windows,
broad upper deck, covered
lower patio, 3-season room,
brick patio w/ custom-built

The @ e
LAKE LIFE

REALTY GROUP

Birch Lake homes for sale

fireplace, a bar, a formal din-
ing room, and a family room
with lake views and a knotty
pine ceiling. The kitchen has
an island with breakfast bar
seating, stainless applianc-
es, and a casual dining area
that leads to a covered patio
with a new hot tub and a
19x33-ft saltwater pool and
a deck with panoramic lake
views. The master suite,
with walk-in closet, also
has access to the covered

chimneyed fireplace near
water. Upper level: large
living room w/ vaulted ceiling,
exposed natural beams,
Midcentury Modern fireplace
designed by Wendell Lovett,
deck access, panoramic lake
views; dining area w/ lake
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD;
1 BA; outside access. Spiral
staircase down to sitting
room w/ 3-season room and
patio access, dining room,
kitchen w/ bar seating and ca-
sual dining, 1 BA. Street-side
lawn has wrought iron fence
and brick path to the home.

patio. A laundry and mud
room, with access to garage
as well as outdoors, has a
powder room. Upstairs, a
landing affords lake views
for two bedrooms. On the
lakeside lot, a matching hut
has a bath, kitchenette, and
covered porch next to a
stone patio with fire circle.
The property includes a 3-car
garage and plenty of off-
street parking. An adjacent
lot is also available.

i 5
63126 Birch Road
TURNKEY - 3 Bed, 2 bath,
Year-round cottage on 60 ft
of sandy frontage. Updated
kitchen and open concept liv-
ing & dining with great sunset
views and access to a large
lakeside low-maintenance
deck with awning and lots of
storage below. Ample parking
for 6 vehicles. $415,000

Get a FREE market analysis!
Contact Paul DelLano:

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelakelLife.com

OUT OF INVENTORY!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOWIS A
GREAT TIME
TO LIST
YOUR
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY

269-445-8877

Paul@ThelLakelLife.com




— Barker Bird of the Week —

Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for the pic of a Smitley’s Wrren (a very small bird with very big pipes).

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week? Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week? Want
your lawnmower to be the lawnmower of the Week? Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the
photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, Ml 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them

in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM

Thomas J.
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling
] =

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

Welcome to Jaywalker

MantviLee

TR RILL;

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville
on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

General Handyman Services

Need something repaired replaced or
maintained? Let me see if | can help!
Lake references available.




— Water Quality Report —
The First Commandment

This week, we'd like to discuss
Commandment #1, “Thou Shalt
Prevent the Spread of Aquatic
Invasive Species (AIS)”

Aquatic Invasive Species (AIS) refers
to all non-native organisms living in
or near our bodies of water. Examples
include zebra mussels, aggressive weeds,
and fish diseases. Because they typically
have no natural predatory, competing,
or limiting species, ALS can overwhelm a
body of water very quickly. Once an AIS
visits a body of water it may be con-
trolled, but rarely eliminated. Currently
there are at least hundreds of know
forms of AIS.

AIS threaten the health of our lakes
and rivers, decrease water quality and
can limit recreational enjoyment. It has
been estimated that the total economic
impact of aquatic invasive species in the
Great Lakes region is $5.7 billion per
year.

Within the last decade of so, ram-
pant AIS at a few lakes within 60 miles
of ours has actually caused their state
DNR (Department of Natural Resources)
to, on a temporary basis, “close” those
lakes for use.

At Birch, we already “enjoy” the presence
of at least known types of ALS:

1) Eurasian Milfoil — for which we
survey and treat annually

2) Purple Loosestrife — for which vol-
unteers (Bruce Wagner) hunts and then
pulls every late summer

3) Curly Leaf Pondweed — for which
we monitor but action has not yet been
required.

A particularly problematic species,
Starry Stonewort, has already been
discovered in numerous nearby bodies
of water (including our own mill pond.)
Numerous other forms of AIS thrive in
the area and threaten us regularly. For
these reasons, each year we hire outside
experts to survey our lake.

Movement of boats and trailers
among water bodies is the most common
way Aquatic Invasive Species spread in
Michigan. Washing of those boats and
trailers is an obvious and relatively easy
way to stop them.

Michigan Law requires that we:
*  Remove aquatic organisms, includ-

ing plants from boats, boating equipment

and boat trailers before launching or
placing in the water or transporting any
watercraft over land.
*  Pull plugs and drain live wells,
bilges, ballast tanks and all water from
boats before leaving the access site.
+  Dispose of unused bait in the trash.
Do not release bait into the water.
+  Don’t transfer fish to water bodies
other than where they were caught.
In Michigan it is recommended that we:
+ Inspect and remove plants and mud
from boats, trailers and gear and dry
equipment before leaving the access
area.
*  Dispose of the material in a trash
receptacle or otherwise away from water
body.
+  Power wash boats, trailers and gear
before leaving the access area if possible,
or at a nearby car wash or at home
+  Clean our boats and equipment be-
fore and after use in a new body of water
+  Don’t allow the cleaning residue
from a previous body of water to runoff
into a different body of
water
+  After cleaning, dry
boats and equipment.
(Most Invasives, and
significant fish diseas-
es, will die if left dry,
out of the water, for 5
(five) days
+ Disinfect live
wells, bilges and gear
with a mild bleach
solution (1/2 cup
bleach to 5 gallon of
water.)
* Do not dump
fish and plants from
aquariums into a body
of water unless you
are absolutely certain
that each variety of
living matter therein
1s native to that body
of water.

In summary,

please be careful not to place (or dump)
anything that may be invasive (non-na-
tive) into our lake or into a place that
may eventually wash into our lake.
Included would be plants, fish, bait,
aquarium remnants, and even crawfish
left over from a “boil.”

PLEASE PASS THE WORD!

THE “SIX COMMANDMENTS
OF BIRCH LAKE WATER QUALITY”

I. THOU SHALT PREVENT THE SPREAD OF AQUATIC
INVASIVE SPECIES (AIS).
II. THOU SHALT MINIMIZE SURFACE RUNOFF.
III. THOU SHALT MINIMIZE THE EFFECTS OF WAVES.

IV. THOU SHALT PROTECT AND EXPAND NATURAL

SHORELINES.

V. THOU SHALT NOT ALLOW PHOSPHORUS, NUTRIENTS,

AND OTHER UNDESIRABLE CHEMICAL ELEMENTS TO

ENTER OUR LAKE.

V1. THOU SHALT REMAIN INFORMED AND ACTIVE ABOUT

OTHER WATER QUALITY ISSUES.

@

TUESLEY » HALL - KONOPA, LLP

attorneys

Estate planning
Elder law
Business counsel
Mediation
Litigation

Cassopolis«South Bend « Elkhart
269.445.1818 | thklaw.com




YOUR HOROSCOPE

Aries (March 21-April 19) - This contin-
ues to be a busy fast-paced time! But it's fun busy.
You notice the beauty of your daily surroundings and
also, more than ever, you see how much love there
is in your daily world. Admittedly, conflict, tension,
chaos and insanity might be taking place at home
due to family problems, visiting guests, renovations,
repairs - something. Fortunately, you're in a good
head space mentally speaking and can handle
these challenges with skill. The key is to remember
your long-term objective.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - You are
totally focused on money, cash flow, eamings and
expenditures right now. Fortunately, money is com-
ing in, always a comfort. You are certainly in an
excellent position to negotiate financial matters and
anything that's important to you. You identify strongly
with your ideas and opinions and will easily defend
yourself. Be careful about coercing others to agree
with you.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - You contin-
ue to look fabulous to everyone Obviously, it's a
great time to enjoy schmoozing with friends! Try to
get away and have some fun! Meanwhile, You iden-
tify with what you own, which means you will tend to
think that your worth is summed up by your posses-
sions. That's crazy. Mahatma Gandhi died with his
begging bowl and his robe, yet he changed the
world! What are you worth? You're precious!

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - The heav-
ens continue to give you two conflicting influences:
Both the Sun and Venus are hiding in your chart,
which makes you want to withdraw from the busy-
ness of everything around you. You will enjoy soli-
tude in beautiful surroundings. Especially with some
delicious snacks. (Never eat more than you can lift.)
Admittedly, this same influence encourages private
activity, especially with love affairs. However, in
sharp contrast of this, Mars in your sign! Mars stirs
up lots of activity and wants you to work hard.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Your desire to
socialize with others continues to be strong, which is
why you will enjoy hanging out with friends, being
vibrant and dynamic when dealing with groups,
clubs and organizations. Venus will ensure that it's
easy for you to be loving and affectionate with oth-
ers. This benefit isn't just limited to activities with
friends - any group situation will love your input.

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) -Thisisa
great week to do anything to advance your cause
because bosses, parents and VIPs will give you
their blessing. Make the most of this because you
don't have to do anything special to impress people.
The Sun will create this smoke and mirrors illusion
around you, which makes you shine in the eyes of
others! Obviously, since this happens only once a
year - you should take advantage of it! You might be
competitive, especially with younger people.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - You need a
change of scenery. | like Emest Hemingway’s
advice: “Never go on trips with anyone you don't
love.” (True!) John Steinbeck said, “People don't
take trips - trips take people.” The Dalai Lama said,
“Once a year, go somewhere you've never been
before.” And Henry Miller really summed it up with,
“One’s destination is never a place, but a new way
of seeing things.” Are you ready to book that flight?

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - Have you
noticed you're more in touch with your inner being?
Perhaps you are more aware of compulsions that
surface sometimes. Or you might be aware of the
fact that you suddenly want to experience life on a
feeling level not just intellectually. Because of this,
you might attract someone to you who has a strong
need for searching, self inquiry. You might also
aftract money to you through others. This is a good
week to go for a loan or seek financial support.
Meanwhile, intimate relationships will be affectionate
and sexy. You need a change of scenery - some-
thing exciting and stimulating!

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21)-You
still need more sleep. Disputes and squabbles with
someone about shared property, inheritances, insur-
ance issues and debt might continue as well. You
are so into with what's happening, you will immedi-
ately create the right balance between yourself and
someone else when you meet them. This applies to
strangers, friends and partners. Basically, you are
able to understand the needs of others, which is why
these relations will be harmonious. Others will know
you're working for their mutual benefit.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - You are
still seriously focused on how you should manage
your life. You want your duties, tasks and responsi-
bilities to flow smoothly. Nevertheless, quite likely,
you will have to work on behalf of someone else at
this time, which is why you can't spend all your
efforts getting your own way. Physical efficiency will
make a difference. Fortunately, you feel healthy.
Relations with coworkers are good; and some of you
might encounter a work-related romance.

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - Your pri-
mary drive now is to do exactly whatever you want.
This doesn't mean you want to dominate others -
you just want the freedom to do your own thing.
Children might be a bigger factor in your life this
week along with sports, social events and the arts.
Grab every chance to express yourself in some kind
of creative activity because it will bring you joy.

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Home,
family and your private life continue to be your focus
this week. In fact, redecorating your digs and enter-
taining at home will bring you much pleasure. Many
of you are also buying beautiful things for your home
to make it prettier and more inviting. (This same
influence can attract favorable real-estate situations
to you.) You want to be yourself and let others know
who you are. You're more confident! You will also be
playful, supportive and teasing but you will be your
true self.
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The Moon for

this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time,
as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere)
lluminated Fraction: 0.987
1.1 days until full moon

Sunrise: 06:05:05 AM
Sunset: 21:20:33 PM
Moonrise: 19:45:56 PM
Moonset: 05:01:18 AM
Daylight: 15 Hr 15 Min 27 Sec
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Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.

VOTED NILES Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

o oF Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year!

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING

® Licensed Plumbers

® Drug-Free Employees

® Criminal Background Checked Employees

® No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done

® 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed

® True 24-Hour Emergency Service Emergency

® Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels” Service

® Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms | MINUTE

® Longest Warranties in the Business

® Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee
During Business Hours S P

—— BUSINESS
BBB.

® Bonus — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

2400 N 5th @ Niles, MI

PN | 269-687-7192 s, v
o= 3 B B3 866-751-1470 o1 rec

@S> "™ @8 Major Credit Cards Accepted

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net




BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES

JERUHAPS TUE MOST NOBLE OF ALL RESCUE
ANIMALS. TUE LAVATORY RETRIEVER
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Mandarln Salad

Mandarin Salad

By Loretta Drolet

Ingredients:

2 cans mandarin oranges (drained)
1 can (or 2 cups) pineapple tidbits

1 pkg. Miniature marshmallows

1 can Angel Flake coconut or 3.5 oz.

1 8oz carton sour cream

Directions:
Mix all ingredients except oranges.
Gently fold in the oranges.

Refrigerate 24 hours before serving.

0’Donnell’s Docks Lic

Southwest Michigan’s Premier Dock & Lift Headquarters

| Primg Property G
i Franis
313 Norh Otegle St
- Cassonals, M 4903
160) 591 98

Sales and service of all

Sewing you f‘” major docks, boatlifts and
ouen 20 yeans!  water front accessories.

For an online quote, go fo

* Hoing ' Hes

12007 W60 o Jones m  Edgny  GurCoany
260.244- 1446 |

| ;
— I  SomnglFal Can UP—+ RockMulh nstaln

Autorized Dealer For:

Gavancis@rocketmalcom




— Camp Tannadoonah —

Campers coming June 16

he campers are arriving soon!
I We have our first group of

campers starting on Sunday
(the 16th), and we're all anxious for
them to start arriving. This first week
we have 111 campers registered,
which is a big group for week 1 —it’s
usually one of our smallest weeks of
the year. We're on track to hit our
goal of 990 for the summer, with 931
kids registered so far.

The week-one theme this year
is Color Wars, which means each
camper will be assigned to a team
(Red, Yellow, Blue, Purple, etc) and
the groups will compete against each
other in fun activities throughout the
week. The counselors who make up
the week one committee are planning
an “Amazing Race” themed evening,
a night of relay races, and an activity
called “One Way Street.”

We're all hoping that the weather
gets more summer-like as the camp-
ers arrive! Our lifeguard training
week was chilly, and staff training
has been pretty cool as well. Our
staff who come from warm climates
have all been freezing! We're looking
forward to having some nice hot days

so that the lake will warm up more
quickly.

This past week we have been do-
ing lots of training and team building
activities. We teach the staff what
to do in emergencies, how to handle
homesickness, how to resolve conflict
between kids, how to teach their
activities, etc. We also do training on
working with diverse populations,
how to work with your co-counselors,
how to support each other, and lots,
lots more.

One of the most interesting activ-
ities we did this week was an assess-
ment called the Equilibria E-Colors.
Each staff member did a quiz on the
e-colors website (it’s free! You can
do it yourself, too — go to equilibria.
com or you can download their app
on your phone or ipad to find out your
e-colors). We gathered up their results
(you find out what your primary col-
ors are and what they say about you),
and then we had a facilitator come
work with us for an afternoon.

The President of Equilibria is
local (Lynn Kachmarik) from South
Bend, and she works with youth and
adults around the world, doing team

CHIMNEY

“OVER 30 YEARS
OF EXPERIENCE"

SERVICES
CHIMNEY CLEANING Qb
CHIMNEY RELINING

CHIMNEY
CERTIFICATIONS

CHIMNEY REPAIRS

DRYER YENT CLEANING

DEREK POLSTON
(574) 514-4831

www.chimneyswifltchimneysweeps.com

A
,-Q,:-

BIRCH LAKE

CAMP TANNADOONAH

http:/tannadoonah.org

building trainings and also trainings
with sports teams and parents who
have kids in youth sports. Her own
kids came to camp years ago, and now
she is one of the coaches for the swim
team that Avery and Elyse swim

on. Plus she coaches swimming and
diving at Adams HS.

Lynn’s training with our staff
focused on how they could use their
strengths to be successful, and also
how they could work on areas where
they are less strong currently. It fits
in really well with our Growth Mind-
set training that we do with our staff!
Plus she gave them lots of coaching
tips on how to work well with others
who are different from yourself, and
how to work with kids who have dif-
ferent personalities and behaviors. It
was a lot of fun!

It will be really interesting to see
how our staff use this training as we
get into camp and have campers here.
We've had fun at training, and loved
getting to know everyone, but we're
excited to have all the happy kid voic-
es back at camp again on Sunday!

~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org




CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

FOR SALE
4-seater pedal boat for sale. As-is
(though we will get her down from the pole
barn for test rides). Contact the Kings at
476-2128.

$40.00 lot. Call Sparkybob 269-365-7696.  For Housecleaning please call
Stephanie at (269) 580-0338 for details
WANTED

My husband and | recently purchased a
home on Lenore St and had heard that
there might be a possibility of purchas-
ing/renting pier space somewhere.
Patricia Colburn, pcolburn81@sbcglobal.

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation?
Check out renting the most inexpensive
but cutest and best-located rental in The
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.

Schecter Diamond Series “Black
Widow” electric guitar with case and

Line 6, Spider Ill 30 Amp, used maybe net
6x’s. $200 for both, negotiable. Call Deb
at 476-7226.

House for sale: 63306 Birch Rd.; 3 BR,
2.5 bath, 2600 SQ FT., 94 FT frontage, 2
stall attached garage, 2 full kitchens, many
other extras, $719,000, call PJ or Sue
Vandewalle, 476-7086 for appt or info.

paper rolls

Amber Grundy’s
mom, Sherry, is once
again looking for old
bikes for an art
project. If you have a
bike you'd like to get
rid of, please call
Sherry at 574-252-
6854 or Amber at
574-315-0227. Bike
does NOT need to
be in working order.

For Sale: the former Misch
Manufacturing building located at
14111 Esther Ave., Mishawaka, IN 46545.
Location 3/10 of a mile west of Capital
Avenue between Jefferson and McKinley.
Contact Jill Celie-Brenay, REMAX, or Bob
King.

SERVICES
| do sewing and
mending at fair
prices - zippers,
hemming, small
alterations; call
Kathy at 476-9317

2” galvanized steel dock poles with
augers. Four 8-0” long and two 6’-0” long.

Your local
hometown

HERO

Your local independent
agent is your neighbeor
— someone you can
trust and someone
who's here for you

when it matters most.

UNION

INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

SUE MCCAMMON
Owner/Agent

“For all your MI and IN Insurance needs”
Personal and Commercial

CALL FODAYESAVE YOURSELF SOME MONEY!
15479 U.3. 12 {rext to post office) 269/641-5995
P.O.Box 74 sue@unionins.net BOO/B8B-4095

Union, MI 49130 www.unionins.net  FAX 269/641-5787

Auto-Owners

INSURANCE
LIFE - HOME + CAR * BUSINESS

Camp T is looking for donations of plas-
tic grocery bags and empty toilet

com/cjp

CLASSIFIED ADS in the Birch Barker are free
to BLYC members, $5 for everyone else. Send

your ads to me at sailorphil@philvitale.com

- IN LOVING MEMORY AND CELEBRATION OF -

Laveta Scofield

MARCH 1

SATURDAY, July 27, 2019 1:00 - 5:00 PM
Birch Lake
62769 Birch Lakeview Dr, Vandalia, M1 42095
678.427.7784
Join us we gather to share some of our favarite
memories, our stories, and LaVeta's art -

and to laugh and remember a
wonderful person who is greatly missed

Simply STUNNING

Have you seen the stunning
stamped-concrete compass rose at the
Birch Lake Yacht Club? This is just
one example of the custom concrete
services and products available to our
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.
Interested in a new look for your
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Call us Today!

Lutz Concrete

SW Michigan’s FLATWORK experts

17050 M-86 — Three Rivers, Ml
mmticoncretelaol.com

269) 279-7973




BLYC Officers and Directors

2018/19 BLYC Officers

Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522.........ccoeveevenenene berganfsu@aol.com

Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore

574-532-5377 ......ccovvvueene pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................ 476-2113
debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W).....476-1849
mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors

Greg Bolin (W).....ooeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeea 476-2420
gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E).....cccovveeieeeeeeeeeenes 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712
karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com,

Terry Dugan (S)....ccoveeueeenenenninieeeieenns 476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer.........ccooviiiinne 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H).....cccccoerenernirinieenne. 574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm.................... 476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N)......cooorvnieeeerrercneees 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N).......cccoceerirnnneneienes 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com

Vickie ROGENS (C)...coovvereeuereirereririnieieieenes 476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N).......ccooveueiecnnneninnnns 476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E)......ccocoeevvrnreicericeinenenad 476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E)........ccocornienernrnenene. 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E)......coovvereeererreneceeenennens 476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com
Sandy Vitale (E) .....ccoeoeeenenrneccccrenens 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com
Bob Waddle (E)......c.cceeururninicrernirrerenens 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net
Sue WIllIams (S)....c.cvverereeererererereneeeenns 476-8886

smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WATER QUALITY COMMITTEE
AND HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and
Homeowners Association ..............cc..... 476-1467
paulf@hrpconstruction.com

Y
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BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB

IT’S A NEW YEAR!
It’s time to pay your 2019 dues

- BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

- BLYC Associate Member* Dues ($10/ year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members
and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

Total contribution:

Building Improvement Fund

Fireworks Fund

Water Quality Program

Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

Safety Committee

Make checks payable to

Other non-party related expenses

BLYC Roof Fund
- BLYC AED Fund

- Misc.

BLYC

and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.
South Bend, IN 46637




EMERGENCY HEART DEFIBRILLATOR
(AED) locations on Birch Lake

Harvey

St b ¥
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(See County Highway Map)
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There are six (6) automated external defibrillator
units on Birch Lake. The boxes that contain these de-
vices are located at the following locations (see map):

1. West Shore, Sheffieck home,
62875 Birch Lakeview Dr.

2. North Shore, Smitley home,
14859 Birch Northshore Dr.15046

3. East Shore, Vitale home,
63174 Birch Rd.

4. South Shore, Eberhart home,
15046 Birch Lakeshore Dr.

5. South/East Shore, Troeger home,
63696 Birch Rd.

6. Southwest Shore, DeYoung home,
63255 Storey Hill St.

All units are on the ROAD SIDE of the property
and accessible by vehicle or on foot.

IN AN EMERGENCY:

1. CALL 911 and report the emergency
and the patient’s location immediately.
2. Pull the box open, remove the or-
ange-colored unit, TAKE IT TO THE
PATIENT and open the device by
pressing the white lever at the bottom.
3. An automated voice will guide you
through the setup and use of the de-
fibrillator. Follow the instructions as
they are given.

4. Continue to follow the instructions
as given, and stay with the patient until
help arrives.




we've ot You Covered!

® Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

® Motorized Solar Screens
® Boat Covers and Tops
® Canvas Repair

® Aluminum Awnings

NUIMAGE. »

wningsium Awnings

Where Fashion Meets Furnction

SALES ® SERVICE © INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home
demonstration!

AWNING

Locally owned
and operated
since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ® Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307

www.sunandsshadeawning



